2017

HAVERING FABIAN
March 2017
In this edition;

Social Media – reducing horizons?
Trump

Reports on the recent meetings






Jas Athwal
Leonie Cooper
Memories of 1997
Social Media – narrowing horizons?
Trump

The next installment of our series to mark 50 years of
Havering in 2015 - the Havering Council Elections 2006
 Future meetings
April – Darren Rodwell
May - Vince Maple
June – Margaret Hodge

Havering Fabian Society
Newsletter Volume 2 Edition 30

HAVERING FABIAN
VOLUME 2 EDITION 30 March 2017

Introduction
Welcome to the new edition of the Havering Fabian Newsletter. We cover
the recent meetings, how social media is dividing society, the implications
of Trump. We have included articles recalling the 1st May 1997 and the
election of the Blair government with contributions from those involved.
Our presence on social media is bringing us closer to a number of new
organisations, with 922 followers on twitter.
We continue the series on the Council elections in Havering since 1964,
bringing you the results, the personalities and the movement in the politics
of the borough. This edition covers 2006, which was not a good experience
for those involved. For the political anoraks out there, I have started to
collate the articles into one document and have some interesting graphics.
Should be a good read for the political enthusiasts out there.
We were sad to hear of the death of Romford Labour Party member Fred
Symes. Fred was one of the nicest people you could ever wish to meet, and
will be known to many of you after years of activity on behalf of the Party.
Our condolences to his friends and family.
Keep up to date at our twitter site @haveringfabians for the latest news.
We are affiliated to the four local Labour Parties, and will do all we can to
support their campaigns. Havering Young Labour are on twitter
@ylabourhavering and hope they reflect a growing interest in Labour
politics in Havering.
We entered a team in the Romford Labour Party quiz, and came a creditable
third. We were pleased that our speaker unit helped make the night a
success, and look forward to the next event.
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As opinions are the lifeblood of politics, we welcome a reply to any of the
articles. The Fabian Society exists to promote political debate, both within
and outside the Labour Party. Progressive politics extends beyond the
Labour Party and contributions from the Labour Movement as a whole are
welcome.
Attendances at recent meetings have remained good and the quality of
speakers remains exceptional. We are glad to see a number of new people
attending the meetings, and have an ever increasing number of followers
on Face book and Twitter.

Our website address is http://haveringfabians.org.uk
We have an open and a closed Face book site, the closed site deal more
with local administration while the open site is used to publish interesting
articles; please contact David Marshall to be added to the site or e-mail
Haveringfabians@outlook.com

Social Media – narrowing horizons?
The growth of social media as a means of communication is often seen as
broadening horizons and increasing access to information. This needs
careful consideration – the opposite can be the case.
On Facebook you will follow your friends, “like” things you like, and block
views you abhor. On Twitter you follow people you are interested in, block
again those you are not, and as a result self-select your reading. This has
the effect of creating two (or more) parallel political universes where the
Party you support re-enforces its view of the world with minimal reference
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to what the other Parties are thinking, and why; very similar to the pro-anti
Corbyn groups, where there is little evidence of trying to understand each
other.

This had the effect that we can be losing the argument with the wider public
and not know why – Welfare reform is a good example, where almost all
on the Labour side regard the reforms as appalling, yet there is no wide
public outrage – polls suggest there is even some public support.

This is dangerous; you are very likely to get a bias view of the world. For
example, during an election campaign, your twitter feed will be full of
#Labourdoorstep with hordes of supporters (well maybe not we will come
back to this) who have all had a great response on the door.
If you ever look at the Conservative sites – you’ll see hordes of supporters
who have all had “a great response on the door” often in the same place.
While it may boost respective Parties moral, they can’t both be right.

After the 2015 election, by chance I saw a posting from Conservative
Home – this highlighted how BAD the Conservative Party organisation
was;
o New Members were never visited
o Members often failed to renew, because no one asked them to
o Central Office did not inform local associations when people
joined nationally
o Local associations were hard to contact direct and had little on
line presence
This all sounds depressingly familiar to Labour Members, and there
is some comfort that we are not alone.
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Despite this, the Conservatives won and had a sophisticated on line
campaign. They spent many thousands of pounds in 2015 targeting their
potential supporters, targeting groups likely to support some of their views
and making links. This provides a link to the people likely to join the Party
and provides access to a potential source of funding. Voters in marginal
seats can be targeted with tailored messages – and if the campaigning is
done correctly, those in the parallel universe will never know it is
happening. The Tories heavily outspent Labour on Facebook using just this
tactic, David Cameron is thought not to have expected a win even on
election night – that’s how under the radar the campaign was.

So how good were Labour on the ground in 2015 and how much better
could we be?
Membership has shot up since the election. Active membership –
(leafleting, campaigning of any sort) remains very much as before in many
areas. Those #Labourdoorstep photos tend to show a handful of activists,
probably the same people who were campaigning the previous week, year
decade ; a dozen people on the doorstep in an election is a small number
given the size of the Party membership. Those twitter photo’s often show
how little activity is actually taking place.

What would make a big difference is the emergence of a more active Party
on the ground campaigning in difficult areas for the Party, doing things
differently. Not a Party spending its time on social media telling itself how
well it is doing.

While a Party must talk to itself, general or local elections are won by
persuading people to vote for you. The next general election will be won
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by Labour convincing people who did not vote for the Party in 2015 to do
so now – this is the group we need to be talking to – and our social media
outlets need to encourage this.

Trump
Donald Trump is not a traditional politician. He captured the antiestablishment mood and benefited from the electoral college, and is now
the most powerful man in America, if not the world. He will test to the limit
the checks and balances of the American constitution. He has a Republican
congress and senate (at least until the mid-terms) so if he is going to be a
radical and reforming president, convention would dictate he will move
early in his presidency.
Well the first week has seen a raft of measures that confirm most of the
concerns about a rapid move to the right. He has already moved beyond his
powers, and appears not to respect the constitution.
So far, while he has acted in line with what passes as his "programme”, he
has not had to deal with issues beyond his own borders, beyond the
Mexican wall.
He appears to be supportive of NATO, although this may be conditional
on increased expenditure on defence by other NATO members, including
the UK.
His approach to Russia and China will set the parameters within which
international relations will develop over the next decade. Russia under
Putin is a right wing state, led by an authoritarian beyond accountability to
anyone. Russian interest is the driving force for Putin (or his perception of
it), while Trump favours "America first".
When their approach leads to a clash of interests either between the two of
them or China, the implications will be wide reaching. There are several
potential areas where this could happen - the Middle East, the Balkan
states, the Ukraine and the former Soviet states.
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There are no easy answers of course, more a need to ensure that the position
does not get any worse. Trump's approach is uncertain, and he won't benefit
from the ability that Nixon had, being able to negotiate from a position of
a clear ideological background that gave him credibility with his electoral
base.
British foreign policy will be more important than ever, so it's not helpful
that the task will fall to Boris Johnson. While undoubtedly an intelligent
man, he has an ability to say stupid things, and won't be credible if Britain’s
diplomatic core spend all their time apologising for him. That is before the
diverting impact of negotiations on the exit from Europe.
These are worrying times, and Labour can do little to exert influence from
opposition.
The position Labour could inherit in 2020 is difficult to forecast, but is
unlikely to be a stable economic model and a Europe that is united.
This one has no happy ending.

1997 in retrospect
There are relatively few occasions when power moves directly from one
Party to another in the British electoral system. Since the war, this
happened on only four (arguably five) occasions. The first was in 1945,
when Clement Attlee delivered the welfare state. The second was in 1951
the Conservatives returned, and remained in power until 1964, when
Harold Wilson just squeezed home before securing a working majority in
1966. He lost this again in 1971, the third change, and was back in majority
in October 1974. The fourth change came when Thatcher won in 1979, and
the Conservatives held on until 1997.
Labour had believed that the removal of Thatcher would see the
Conservatives out of office in 1992. Rogue opinion polls and the exit poll
on election night suggested this would happen, but Major held on and won
a working majority. This shaped Labours approach to the 1997 election,
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where there was a conscious approach not to repeat John Smiths tax
proposals in the lead up to 1992, and to view the polls with suspicion.
While some polls gave Labour a lead of 20%, no one quite believed it, and
planning included some early discussions with the Liberal Democrats in
case of a hung parliament. A by-product of the a huge Labour lead was to
bring Hornchurch back into play as a winnable seat. Indeed the Guardian
ran an article shortly before polling day which suggested Romford was the
sort of seat Labour ought to be winning.
So there was some optimism in respect of the electoral prospects in
Havering. This section of the newsletter will reflect on the views of some
of those involved in the 1997 election, including one of the successful local
candidates.

Thoughts on 1997 – the Candidate
To begin at the beginning. It was election night in 1992 and we were all
driving to the count in Hornchurch. On the way, we heard the Basildon
result and we knew then that Labour would not be forming the
government. We were bitterly disappointed because it meant another 5
years of a conservative government that we despised.
At the time, as well as being the candidate, I was constituency caseworker
for Tony Banks M.P. and knew the misery caused by Tory government
policies. We knew that we had to keep campaigning hard until the next
election.
Forward 5 years to 1997. Along with massive support, the campaign to
save Oldchurch Accident and Emergency was still going strong and
Romford Labour Party had gained a high profile and when it came to the
election campaign, we could immediately sense a change in support.
Romford market had not exactly been a friendly place for the Labour Party,
but now we were being approached by the public, wishing us good luck
and offering to help in the campaign. The desire for change was palpable.
It was obvious that people wanted hope that things could be different and
we sensed that along with the national swing to Labour, we could win
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Romford. I had a large team around me, who were enthusiastic and
worked their socks off. Most of us had campaigned on Oldchurch hospital
for years and thus we had a really strong bond, which made the campaign
fun as well as ultimately successful.
We knew that we could win. On election night the National Party phoned
our headquarters with a request to send people to help in another
constituency. My husband Tony, my agent, told them, not too politely
where to go and told them that we could win. I don’t think they believed
him, but there was no way he was going to let the workers out of Romford.
Well, the rest is history. The count was tense. my family, friends and
campaign team were with me and when our victory was declared, it was a
marvellous moment and a tribute to all those who had worked so hard . As
the results tumbled in from around the country, we knew that there would
be a Labour government with a huge majority. When I arrived back at
Saffron House, the place had been decorated with lights, there was a cake
and they were playing “Come on Eileen”. I have to admit we did party, it
was a perfect end to a very exciting day.
Now when I look back, even though I only had one term in Parliament, it
was a huge honour to be the first and only woman M.P. for Romford, so
far !
The world seems a darker place now with events in America etc. People
want change, but it is change for the worse. I can only hope that optimism
and tolerance return. Let’s work to ensure that “ things can only get better”.
Eileen Gordon
MP for Romford 1997-2001

Elm Park campaign
We had felt confident in 1992 of reducing the majority in Hornchurch, but
despite the poling, knew we were not going to win the seat some time
before polling day.

Havering Fabian Newsletter Volume 2 Edition 30 March 2017

So while the mood was more positive as the campaign began, we remained
nervous about the results. The exit poll in 1992 meant we took the Labour
lead with caution. However the campaign drew in new people, and the
older hands suggested this was the key sign. There was no great animosity
on the doorstep, although the growth of trading hours meant contact with
voters was harder than previously.
The polls before Election Day suggested Upminster was in play, which
meant a win in Hornchurch was now expected.
The day was free from rain, and a well oiled machine ensured that the
polling stations were covered from 7am until we pulled off in the early
evening. Mary Cruikshank had taken numbers at the polling station in
Rosewood at every election since 1945, and was confident of a Labour
victory. She was always confident of a Labour victory!
As we did the car calls, the mood improved when three of us arrived in
separate cars taking voters to the polls at the point sitting MP Robin Squire
arrived to thank those working in the polling station. A few friendly if brief
exchanges with Ray Harris and Jack Hoepleman and we were back to get
out the vote.
Jack Hoepleman insisted we break for food before the final push, although
it was a co-incidence this was timed around Star Trek on TV. The final
couple of hours saw a massive effort to get out the vote, with three or four
teams out in the ward.
As the light faded we gathered around Jacks for a coffee, and were
optimistic of what was to come. We departed in time for the exit polls, and
despite the prediction of a Labour landslide, remained anxious. The first
few results were enough, it was indeed a landslide, in all probability a once
in a lifetime majority with a huge swing. Hornchurch was announced on
the BBC in passing amid a flurry of Labour gains. Upminster and Romford
followed as Labour ended with a 179 majority.
I returned home in time for the Blair “New dawn” speech, and dozed until
midmorning, and the entry to Downing Street. The Hornchurch celebration
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party on the Saturday night was a great evening, with many of those who
had been campaigning solidly since 1979 in an odd state of relieved
happiness.
Did it make a difference? Well yes, peace in Ireland, the minimum wage,
sure start, an end to Section 28, more funding for schools and the NHS.
Could the Blair government have done more? Well governments can
always do more, so expectations can never be fully met. The
true achievement of the Blair / Brown era was to move to a more
progressive agenda, the benefits of which became apparent as the Cameron
government began to roll back the progress made. 1997 ended the
Conservatives dominance of the political agenda - if you have read John
O’Farrells book “Things can only get better”, politics is not my side
beating your side, politics is about the ability to shape the agenda and
deliver a better society. The Blair government was not perfect, but Britain
was a far better place for its election.
Editor

Memories of a brighter future
From the moment, the election was called by John Major on 17th March
1997 there was a desire to see the Tories out. In Newham, which was and
still is staunchly Labour the idea was to get the voters to the polling station.
Delivering leaflets to household and plans to get voters to the polling
stations on the day. Every action was another step on the way to victory.
There was a real feeling that with a new leader and new policies the
electorate might be able to vote for a Labour government once again.
As poling day approached anything was looking possible. Poling day
arrives 1 May 1997 a beautiful sunny day and I was up by 6am to deliver
more leaflets to household to catch them before they left for work. After
that kit was assisting with getting the less mobile voters to the polling
station and they all seem determined to rid us of the Tories.
I spent some time outside the Polling Station in Roman Road, East Ham
watching the people turn up to vote. Once the stations were closed at 10pm
it was back home to watch the results to arrive.
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Having been up early and busy most of the day by 2am I was wilting and
went to bed to await a new dawn. The following morning there was the
news that a magnificent majority had been achieved and Labour was now
the party in power. It was a day to remember and the rolling television news
was a joy to watch as number of Tory seats lost to Labour.
I never tired of seeing the results coming in and most memorable Portillo’s
loss and Labours gain.

Mary Breading

Recent meetings - Jas Athwal Labour Leader of
Redbridge Council
This meeting was everything a Fabian Meeting should be – informative,
educational, interactive and most of all positive. We were joined by a
number of colleagues from Romford Labour Party, which boosted the
numbers and this made for a constructive mood from the start.

Jas became a Councillor in 2006, when the Redbridge Party had little
prospect of power, and thought that their representation on the Council
would fall. After a lot of hard graft, they gained seats and were well placed
for 2014.
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Jas went on to detail how the Party had moved into control. Winning is
everything – he had achieved more in six days in control than he had
managed in six years in opposition. Winning allows ideas to be put into
practice and make a difference to people’s lives.
He had spoken to Stephen Reed (now MP for Croydon) and Morgan
Sweeny in Lambeth on how they had moved into control in 2010, and
copied some of their ideas (and leaflets). There was nothing wrong with
this and having a conversation with others in a similar position could only
assist.
In 2006 he had won a split seat which elected 2 Conservatives and him, his
majority being 25. So the seat was marginal and he decided to remain and
work hard to win rather than seek a safer seat. The plan was to build a team
across the Borough. This saw his majority rise to 1700in 2010, to become
the second safest Labour seat in the Borough, and continued work saw the
majority increase further so he now had the largest majority.
This was done by hard work and regular canvassing throughout the year –
both his fellow Councillors are over 80 and campaign relentlessly (one is
former Barking and Dagenham Councillor Kay Flint, who some may
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remember). The key to success in Redbridge was having a full time
organiser – Matt Goddin was excellent (and will get more praise later) in
this role.
 Target wards need to be identified and the message delivered
 There is a need to knock on doors – several times
 There is a need for a plan that catches the residents eye – the leaflets
from Lambeth provided the format that could be adapted to meet
local needs.

In Redbridge Temporary Accommodation and in particular use of bed and
breakfast accommodation were increasing and running out of control –
there is a need to address this as the Tories were not and people were
suffering.

Redbridge had the worst provision for swimming in London and the fourth
worst in the Country. In power Labour were able to build new swimming
pools and convince schools to open their pols to the public. The poorest
ward in the borough now has a swimming pool, which would never have
happened without Labour control. There were 12 pledged in the manifesto,
and the last will be completed in March 2018.This had created excitement
about the Labour campaign, with the proposals even gaining some support
from Tory voters.
Labour in Redbridge was now in position to change things – the group was
a mix of experience – there was one member with 36 years on the Council,
two others with 24, with other younger member with less experience but
great enthusiasm – including one Wes Streeting, who had been Deputy
Leader until election to the Commons.
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While there was a great team with a lot of experience, nothing prepares you
for being the administration. Jas was struck by the formality and being
called “Dear Leader”. He was not one for the hospitality circuity, and had
turned down several dinner invitations, which was noticed by the officers
– he preferred to eat at home.

While it was rewarding as an opposition Councillor to make a difference,
being in administration allowed a whole range of new opportunities. He
believed in setting targets during an election campaign. For the 2014
election, the Party had identified 6 wards it wanted to win and the target
was 37 seats in total. The Party won 35 and moved into majority control
for the first time since the Borough was founded in 1965.
The Party had a plan, and knocked on doors – there is no substitute for this,
and they had go t to the point where people recognised them on the second
or third visit. During the election campaign they ran three sessions a day
for six weeks solid – victory comes with hard work.

The Party had built from a base of 18 councillors in 2010. While the hard
work ethos was embedded there was no great co-ordination, and people
were left to graft for themselves – he paid particular praise to Ross Hatfull
and Aziz Chaudhary who had worked hard to win in Valentines ward.

Campaigns have to start the year before, so the summer of 2017 will see
lots of people knocking on lots of doors as the Party looks to increase its
majority. The aim will be to get to each door 3 or 4 times – this creates
recognition that increases Labour votes.
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The 2014 campaign plagiarised leaflets from Tony Newman in Croydonthese provided each voter with a mini manifesto, changing only one page
to give candidate details.

Street urination had been identified as a cause of complaints, so Labour
committed to provide public toilets. Despite a tight financial position, Jas
had resisted officer pressure to reduce this non-statutory service as this
made a difference to people. Similarly, he was determined to keep street
cleaning weekly.
In opposition, information from officers was limited – he had worked upon
a scheme for 30 minutes free parking which he kept for the manifesto;
when implemented, he was being hugged in the street! He proposed this at
the budget meeting in 2014 before the election and the Tories had voted
the proposal down.
Getting the right people in place is also important – many will feel they are
too busy, and may need to be gently persuaded- this will make a difference
when they are elected.
The Target for 2018 is to win 46 seats – the party has already won a by
election in Roding ward so is on the way…

The Party had become used to winning. In the General Election of 2015,
Ilford North was 83rd on the Labour target list. With a great deal of work,
500 people out on the day and around 100 on the days before, there was
optimism in the camp. Matt Goddin was predicting a win with a majority
of around 700; Labour Party HQ did not believe this when the result was
phoned in as predictions from elsewhere were far worse; the eventual
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majority was 589 with a swing large enough if applied nationally to have
ensured a Labour Government (well if you park Scotland). Testament to
the energy generated by the campaigns in the Borough.
Fly tipping is an issue in the Borough, an issue shared with Havering -funds
would be allocated to this. Jas was not prepared to pay for extra police
which were the Mayor’s responsibility.
Street cleansing is very important and is an area the Council values – and
there is no wish to reduce refuse collection either. Jas has used the
Council’s reserves to balance the budget in the first two years of the new
administration, while building up trust with the Council officers, and was
now replenishing reserves after making efficiencies elsewhere. These
included reducing green waste collections after grant was withdrawn which
the Tories had criticised – in the round this was not a vital issue.

Jas was willing to work with others, such as the Salvation Army, to feed
and house the homeless – Redbridge was retraining homeless people to
help get them back into work, and using the Council Tax reduction scheme
to assist this. By investing in work, there were now less claimants, spending
on retraining was having an impact.
The 2010 election has seen Labour with 26 seats, when expecting less –
this was the platform for the breakthrough- in Havering the breakthrough
may be nearer than we think. Neighbouring Borough’s had been a great
help, with significant numbers of helpers meaning blocks could be
canvassed rapidly.
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Jas summed up what’s needed;
 An organiser is key;
 There is a need for a key message (or messages) and to keep on
hammering this home.
 Hard work is essential and you will not win without it –Winning in
2014 was a team effort with many dedicated people
 It is a great feeling to win, but better when you are in control and can
make a difference.
Redbridge Labour cannot relax – the local Tories hate being in opposition
but are still there.
In the Roding by-election the Party had started 350 votes behind, but had
won by 600 – hard graft making a difference.

Leonie Cooper GLA Member for Merton and
Wandsworth
Leonie was delayed by an errant sat nav, and Keith Darvill provided an
update on issues facing Havering Council. Homelessness in the borough
was increasing, with more rough sleepers visible. Higher rents were
distorting the market and leading to families being rehoused, with children
being moved from schools at key times – an example was given of a family
with two children facing exams being moved at a key time causing all sorts
of issues. There was an increasing impact on Havering’s already stretched
budget, and no obvious solution.
Leonie had been a councillor in Wandsworth since 2006, and was elect do
to the GLA in May 2016 for Merton and Wandsworth. She has stood for
Hornchurch in the 1992 election, so was known to a number in the
audience.
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She had won her seat on the GLA by 4,500 votes, in an unexpected
victory. The continued Labour's progress on the assembly, where seats had
been gained even in 2008 and 2012, when Labour did not win the mayoral
vote.
The downside was that by winning an extra seat in the constituency section
of the assembly, Labour had lost a seat from the list members. Murad
Qureshi, who had lead for Labour on the environment was the member
Leonie replace, and she also took over his previous portfolio.
She was fortunate in that the ward she represented in Tooting included the
home of Sadiq Khan, and one of her fellow councillors was Nick Bowes,
who was now working for Sadiq at City hall.
The Mayor's manifesto was a shell document, building on a few consistent
messages during the campaign (beyond "son of a bus driver"). Part of the
role of the assembly members was to assist in fleshing out the skeleton.
Leonie has been working on the environment strategy, which is due to be
published at the end of May. Also due soon was the Fuel Poverty action
plan.
Air quality was a big issue and had attracted a lot of focus of late. This was
close to the Mayor, and he is very likely to follow through on
announcements about how to improve this. Leonie explained how certain
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areas were heavily affected by the impact of diesel engines. These were
heavy on pollution when the engine was cold or at slow speeds, so bus
stops were particularly bad. The world health organisation had done a
report in 2012 on the cacogenic effects of diesel. There's were really bad
in traffic, although not as bad on journeys where the engine was at peak
performance.
It was estimated that the annual death toll due to air quality was 10,000 in
London and 46,000 nationwide, with a knock on effect on ill health.
This was recognised as a change from the position Labour had taken in
2001. At this point the focus was on climate change, and the party had
encouraged the uptake of Diesel engines.
Leonie sung the praises of former GLA member Val Shawn Ross, who left
the GLA in May 2016 but was back within three weeks as statutory deputy
mayor with responsibilities for transport for London. They too had a role
in addressing the issues of air quality and had begun the introduction of
low emission bus zones. One route has changed already and a further 12
were in the pipeline. Taxis were moving over to a low emission version,
which would be better for taxi drivers as well, who were at risk from
emissions from their own vehicles.
The long term solution hinged on moving people onto the tube and bus
networks, or to walk or cycle. Leonie was not convinced that this would
currently work in outer London, as the journeys were longer and the
network not always as well developed.
Car clubs were also not as well developed in outer London – in
Wandsworth there were 15,000 members which made these viable. Electric
charging points were concentrated in inner London, which limited the
length of journeys. This would need to alter in the long run.
There would always be a need for cars e.g. in taking waste to the tip.
Increasing car club memberships and ensuring the vehicle fleets were
environmentally friendly is another longer term aspiration.
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Leonie then took questions on a range of subjects.
These included Heathrow- the mayor and Labour group favoured Gatwick,
but have not come to. View on expansion of City airport.
She noted the view that the Blair/Brown governments had favoured Diesel,
and that the Ford plant at Dagenham now concentrated on Diesel engines.
Dave Ainsworth point d out that workforce numbers had declined from
32,000 in the 1960s to barely 3,000 now and ending Diesel production
could finish they plant
Cross rail will make a difference, and cross rail 2 is important to ease
pressure points such as Clapham junction.
Use, buses was in decline as the number of private hire cabs increased and
traffic became more congested. The relative cheapness of Uber had
reduced the cost of travel and had not helped.
Sadiq Khan has called for a clean air act, and a change to fuel duty.
Westminster had doubled the charge for diesel cars to park, while Merton
had begun a move to do the same. If there was to be a scrappage scheme it
would need to be country wide.
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Leonie was interested in Havering's use of public service protection orders
to address parking outside schools. She found proposals to pedestrianize
Oxford street interesting but concerned about displacement.
Leonie is also on the GLA housing committee, and had great confidence in
the ability of James Murray to deliver the Mayor's ambition in this area.
There was a brief discussion on issues relevant for Havering. The borough
has the highest per head car ownership in London and an ageing
population, so needed to encourage the use of bus passes. Changing the
culture of car use would be difficult.
The garden bridge was questioned. Margaret Hodge has been asked to look
at this and will report shortly. So we can ask her about progress in a June.
This was a very interesting meeting covering a range of issues we do not
usually discuss in such details. There were extensive questions from the
floor, and we will be pleased to take up the invitation to visit city hall
during the summer.

2006 - Havering Council Elections – The sky falls in
Labour initially had some hopes of improvement from the 2002 election.
The Labour group had increased from the 9 Councillors elected in 2009 to
11 with the two by election victories in Rainham. There were also grounds
for fearing the worst.

The 2004 Mayoral and European elections were held at the same time, so
would give a key pointer to underlying trends ahead of the likely General
Election in 2005.

The 2004 European elections had been largely unexciting, with London
returning 3 Labour MEPs. The main story was the rise of UKIP to third
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place, and the Conservatives winning most votes. A year before the
General election this was a concern for Labour. There was disappointment
as Labour nationally lost 10 MEPs but confidence that the General Election
was still winnable. Ken Livingstone comfortably won the 2004 vote for the
London Mayor, after a “pragmatic” decision to allow him back in the Party
to replace Nicky Gavron as the Labour candidate. This was after she had
spoken to a well-attended joint meeting of Havering Fabians and the three
Havering Constituency Labour Parries. In the GLA vote Roger Evans
retained the seat with a 16,000 majority over Keith Darvill. For the first
time ward level voting data was available. This showed the size of Labour’s
problem with only Gooshays showing a Labour majority in the GLA
assembly elections. – all other wards in the Borough voted for the
Conservatives.

Labour did not top the vote in any of the wards in the European poll, with
UKIP making inroads. The prospects for 2006 at this point looked grim;
the Borough was changing fast.

The 2005 General Election would be fought against the backdrop of the
Iraq invasion, and far greater public criticism that was present in 2004. At
this point, Tony Blair remained reasonably popular, and the opposition was
weak The Conservatives had largely supported the invasion, so could make
little political capital. The Liberal Democrats took any political advantage
that was generated. The Labour majority fell to 66, comfortably down on
1997 and 2001, but workable.

There was no expectation of repeating the 1997 results in Upminster and
Romford, and so it proved, as Andrew Rosindell and Angela Watkinson
won comfortably with increased majorities. Margaret Mullane, now a
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Councillor in Dagenham and Party Secretary, was the defeated candidate
in Romford (11,589), and Keith Darvill (6,042) made one last attempt to
win in Upminster. In Hornchurch, the national swing was expected to
deliver the seat for the Tories -so it proved, but John Cryer reduced the
swing to below the national average, and the majority for newly elected
Conservative James Brokenshire was 480.

The run up to 2006 could not have been worse. By this point the dispute
between Blair and Brown was almost being fought out in public. John
Prescott was in the news for non-political activities in his office. A cash for
peerages story was running, and the political fallout from Iraq was
increasing. The Home office seemed to be out of control. Charles Clarke
was sacked just after the election as stories appeared about immigrants who
were due to be deported committing serious crimes- even though the
majority were released under the previous incumbent David Blunkett.

So more or less a perfect storm, and there was more. In nearby Barking and
Dagenham, the BNP had previously had electoral success in by elections,
and were threatening an electoral breakthrough. The immigration story
boosted their campaign and there were fears about how many seats they
could win – in the end it was 12 (often reported as 11 – there was a rare
mis-declaration of the vote in one ward which understated the BNP vote
and erroneously led to a Labour Councillor being announced by a no doubt
embarrassed returning officer – an electoral court overturned the result
shortly afterwards). and the knock on effect was election of a BNP
Councillor in Gooshays and also in nearby Hainault in Redbridge. The
BNP had initially been shown as winning 11 seats – this is frequently
reported – however one seat was misdeclared after the returning officer
wrongly announced a result which reduced the BNP vote by 1,000. An
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election court hearing soon overturned this. What is often missed is the
effective Labour campaign elsewhere in the Borough saw gains from the
Residents and Conservatives that kept a working majority. The
shockwaves had an impact well beyond the Borough.

In Havering, the perilous Labour majorities in Harold Hill saw all but one
seat lost- Keith Darvill just held on in Heaton, while Yve Cornell lost by 1
vote in Gooshays (on the toss of a coin), Ken Clark by 5 in Heaton– Labour
fell to third in Elm Park, having held the seat since 1986, and both Rainham
seats were lost the Residents. Elsewhere the collapse continued, with
Labour third in Brooklands (where the Liberal Democrats lost their seat on
the Council, perhaps unexpectedly gaining another in Harold Wood) and
virtually everywhere else.

Amongst the carnage, Tom Binding, who had been a Councillor between
1998 and 2002, won one of the seats in South Hornchurch as the votes split
four ways (there was a rare three way split with the Tories and Residents
taking the other seats).

Denis O’Flynn who has not been selected in

Harold Hill, came bottom of the poll in Rainham, as Labour’s by election
success was not repeated – Tony Ellis was 815 behind the third resident
candidate,

So 10 of the 11 sitting Councillors lost their seats, although Harry Webb
fought Squirrels Heath, and would have had little expectation of victory.
Former Councillor’s Sean Willis (Emerson Park) Rosina Purnell (South
Hornchurch), Ray Shaw and Mick Wood (Hylands) stood. The four way
split in South Hornchurch meant Rosina was only 80 votes short of election
although 8th in the poll. Future Councillor Paul McGeary was comfortably
defeated in Mawneys.
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Tory in fighting saw the loss of a seat in Havering park to the Residents,
Andrew Mann beating Henry Tebbutt by 15 votes. Given that they gained
controlled of the Council, this was of not great consequence.

John Reid acted as agent during the campaign, and faced the usual traumas
of ensuring nomination papers went in on time and were complete, which
as we shall see later in the series does not always happen…

Ensuring the leaflets are accurate is another task facing the agent, and John
had to withdraw one leaflet after the proof reading didn’t pick up an error.
This had happened before with the infamous 1980’s “Labour candididate”
leaflet, and the “handyman driver” campaign in the 1970’s – I’m sure all
parties have their moments!

In the Borough Labour were now solidly in third place behind the Tories
(who now had an outright majority for the first time since 1982) and
various resident groups. The Conservatives had 37 seats out of 54, with
37% of the vote – “others” – which included the Residents, UKIP and the
BNP had 45%. Labour did worse than in 1968, with 15.3% of the vote.
Turnout fell back from the 2002 all postal vote, to a level more in line with
previous elections.

The Party in Havering had now just two elected representatives and was on
the verge of being wiped out completely. With Labour in Government for
three terms and by this point beginning the transfer to Gordon Brown, it
would be a long haul back.
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2006 Result
Party
Labour
Conservative
Resident
/other
Liberal/SDP
Total

Councillors
2
34
17

% vote
15.3
37.3
45.1

1
54

2.4
100.0

Turnout 39.5%

Next in the series - 2010.
Future Meetings
April 26th, 7:30pm The speaker will be Darren Rodwell. Darren has been
the Leader of Barking and Dagenham Council since 2014, and will be
making his first visit as a speaker- the topic will be the Regeneration of the
Borough. The meeting will be held at the Old Chapel, Sacred Heart of
Mary Girls School, St Mary’s Lane Upminster . RM14 2QR

.
Darren Rodwell, Leader of Barking and Dagenham Council
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For May, we again cover Local Government, with the Labour Opposition
Leader on Medway Council Vince Maple being the speaker – venue will
be Saffron House, 273 South Street Romford Wednesday 7.30pm 24th
May . Vince has been Leader of the Labour Group since 2007.

Vince Maple
Prior to focusing on local government service, Vince was a trade union
officer for the GMB union, previously working as a civil servant in the
Department of Work & Pensions and the Home Office. He had served as
Labour spokesperson on the council’s children’s services and finance
committees and has been deputy leader of the group for the last year.
Vince was former Labour MP Jonathan Shaw's election agent in the 2005
and 2010 general elections and was recently elected to the South East
Region Board of the Labour Party. Vince has lived in Chatham for most of
life, and is currently Councilor for Chatham Central ward, which he has
represented since 2007.
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14th June 7pm Margaret Hodge, the ROYAL Rainham

Margaret has been Labour MP for Barking since 1994 and a regular visitor
to the Society. She was Chair of the Public Accounts Committee. Her
recent book “Called to Account” covered this period & will no doubt form
the basis of her talk.
Later in the year - Dates to be confirmed.
We have lined up speakers for the rest of the year, including Sara Hyde, an
expert on prison policy, Dagenham and Rainham youth officer Fay Hough,
on being a young working class women in politics and Alan Williams. Alan
was Labour GLC Member for Hornchurch 1981-86, a Havering Councillor
1986-90 and after a spell as a Barrister worked as an immigration judge
until his recent retirement.
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Fay Hough makes a point

.
If you go to the Bekash in Romford mention you are a Havering Fabian
and get 10% discount off your food bill.

Next Edition
May 2017 marks 20 years since the election of the Blair government .We
hope to feature more articles marking the anniversary, covering the lead
up, the day, the day after (if you can remember it). Your memories would
be welcome. The edition after this will include the penultimate part of our
review of Havering elections, covering 2010, review of our meetings and
an update on political issues local and national.
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We value your input!
The Society invites speakers on a range of subjects; if you would like us to
invite speakers on a particular subject let us know and we will try to oblige.
The Society has a policy of rotating meetings around the Borough; if you
need or can offer a lift or if you know of any suitable venues we could use,
contact David Marshall.

Local Fabian Society Contacts
Chair Councillor Keith
Darvill

Secretary David Marshall

Contact
David Marshall
31 Vicarage Road
Hornchurch RM12 4AS
01708 441189

Membership Secretary

david.c.marshall@talk21com

Vice Chair Sam Gould

Treasurer Dave Baldock

Committee Members
Cecile Duerinckx

Ed Glasson

Sanchia Alasia

Mike Flynn

Ian Carnochan

Hannah Dixon

Future Editions
Contributions to the newsletter are always welcome. The Fabian Society
exists to promote progressive ideas from within and outside of the Labour
movement. As such we are happy to publish articles in keeping with this
broad ethos, but reserve the right not to include all or part of any material
which falls outside of this parameter.
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Links
The following links should be useful in keeping up with the debate in the
Labour movement
National Fabian Society www.fabian-society.org.uk
The Labour Party www.labour.org.uk
Jon Cruddas MP for Dagenham www.joncruddas.org.uk
Twitter @joncruddas_1
Barking Labour Party www.barkinglabour.org.uk/
Twitter @barkinglabour
Romford Labour Party www.romford-labour-party.org.uk/
Twitter @romfordabour
Hornchurch and Upminster Labour Party
Website http://hornchurchandupminsterlabour.org.uk/
Facebook Hornchurch-Upminster-Constituency-Labour-Party
Twitter @HULabour

Havering Fabian Society is affiliated to
 National Fabian Society
 Dagenham and Rainham Labour Party
 Romford Labour Party
 Upminster and Hornchurch Labour Party
 Barking Labour Party
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Havering Fabian Membership
To join Havering Fabian Society, please complete the following and send
to David Marshall. You can also join the Society nationally, David has
more details. You do not have to be a member of the Labour Party to join
Havering Fabians, but you will need to be a Labour Party member to take
part in Labour Party selections and elections.

This is the 30th edition of the newsletter. Previous editions are available,
please get on touch if you want a copy; all are available via e-mail.
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Havering Fabian Society
Founded in 1974, the Society promotes progressive political thought in
Havering and beyond. Membership of the Society is not necessary to attend
meetings, and neither is membership of the Labour Party.

However, to participate in nominations to the Local Labour Parties or in
selection conferences, membership of both is required. The Society meets
regularly throughout the year, apart from the summer and during election
campaigns. Local Membership is currently £10 waged, £5 unwaged.
……………………………………………………………………………

I\ we wish to join Havering Fabians
Name ……………………………….
Address …………………………………….
……………………………………..
……………………………………..
………….postcode………………...
E-mail………………………………………..
Phone number ……………………………….
Waged (£10) unwaged £5 ……………………
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