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Introduction
Welcome to the new edition of the Havering Fabian Newsletter.
This edition contains a review of recent meetings with Claire Ainsley and
Charlotte Norton
There are articles from Havering Extinction Rebellion and Councillor
Tele Lawal.

We now have 1,211 followers on twitter. Keep up to date at our twitter
site @haveringfabians for the latest news.
We have a blog now as well as our website
https://haveringfabians.org/posts/
You will need to follow us to get updates.
We are affiliated to the four local Labour Parties, and will do all we can
to support their campaigns. Havering and Dagenham Young Labour are
on twitter @HavAndDagYL and hope they reflect a growing interest in
Labour politics in Havering.
As opinions are the lifeblood of politics, we welcome a reply to any of the
articles. The Fabian Society exists to promote political debate, both
within and outside the Labour Party. Progressive politics extends beyond
the Labour Party and contributions from the Labour Movement as a
whole are welcome.
Attendances at recent meetings have remained good and the quality of
speakers remains exceptional. We are glad to see a number of new people
attending the meetings, and have an ever increasing number of followers
on Facebook, LinkedIn and Twitter.
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Our website address is http://haveringfabians.org As you are no doubt
aware GDPR means we need to keep our mailing list up to date. If you
are not on our mailing list (we use MAILCHIMP – please check your
spam folders!) contact us via the website and we will add you in.

Claire Ainsley
Claire Ainsley, Executive Director of Joseph Rowntree Foundation and
formerly on the Unite staff, spoke in July on “The New Working Class…
how to win hearts, minds & votes. “

Figure 1Claire begins the meeting with Sam Gould in the Chair

Havering Fabian Newsletter Volume 2 Edition 40 September 2019

4
Claire addressed the subject matter of her book, which was independent of
any political party. When northerners are asked “what class are you? “,
more likely to get response “working class “rather than seeing themselves
as middle. This is largely due to family history. Yet UKIP appeared more
popular in these northern communities than it was in London area, largely
because both main political parties have failed to change with changes in
social class thinking and the changed nature of working class with their
now fragmented communities.
The traditional working (low-middling income groups) are no longer
represented in Parliament, yet this working class is everywhere. ~in
churches. pubs etc. and makes up the majority of the voting population.
Politicians however have become less dissimilar and more alike. Labour
also no longer committed to the deserving poor / students and those
locked into part time low wages. The JRF is trying to focus on these “left
outs “whose concerns are with regard to personal finances, health etc. a
need to address their values of family, work, fairness, decency.
Businesses need to improve their social responsibility. There is a need to
focus more on social integration. Her book asks who are the new working
class and do policies matter?

Figure 2Claire and an engrossed audience overseen by uncle Nye
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The ensuing Question and answer session and discussions expressed
concerns regards the shift of power to a smaller elitist group. Politicians
have taken their eye off social changes. The “Labour “vote, has it was
pointed out, also diminished in Wales, again due to a lack of meaningful
work and shortage of skills training. Reference to Lisa Nandy MP who
spoke recently at the local societies tea who had emphasise the “family
“had changed, now often dissipated both at home & abroad, weakening
previous sense of community, especially where industrialisation had
vanished. The pattern of Leave // Remain strongholds tended to reflect
this. The possible impact of electoral reform was raised. The demise of
Local Authorities, Local Education Authorities and the academisation of
schooling all helping to render a feeling of being powerless.
There was a stark warning that need to avoid the chaos of the last
industrial revolution, when former rural workers migrated into the
industrial urban environs. Now automation, already a matter of fact, if
ignored and not politically planned for, could be catastrophic in respect of
work / workers’ rights etc., enabling vested financial interests to rule
society.

Figure 3Claire summing her talk
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The meeting ended with suggestion the term “working class “was better as
“working person”!
Claire sold all 10 copies of the book she had brought with her.
The New Working Class: how to win hearts, minds and votes, is a book by
Claire Ainsley. In it she argues that changes to British economy and
society over the past thirty years have created a new working class, and
that so far politics has failed to respond effectively.
Based on the opinions and voices of the new working class, the book
proposes practical recommendations for political parties to reconnect with
the electorate and regain trust.
Buy a copy from Policy Press, Waterstones, Amazon, Foyles
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Charlotte Norton
Charlotte is current Chair of the Young Fabians, and a lawyer specialising
in clinical negligence. She was a candidate in Tower Hamlets council
elections in 2018, and lost out in a split ward. You can read her Young
Fabian article about the experience on the following link;
http://www.youngfabians.org.uk/_labourgain

Figure 4Charlotte and Keith Darvill before the meeting

She had agreed to talk on Northern Ireland, women’s rights and inevitably
the impact that Brexit was having. While not wholly unique, she has an
atypical family background, with a Catholic Father and a Unionist
supporting Mother. This provided an interesting perspective with which to
assess the politics of the six counties.
The Good Friday Agreement had been signed in 1998 and had led to a
period of relative calm. Charlotte and her generation had grown up
without the violence her parents’ generation faced, although even now
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politics is divided on sectarian lines.
Northern Ireland has not had a working government since 2017 when the
“cash for ash”1 crisis led to calls for Arlene Foster to resign, and when she
didn’t Sinn Fein left the government, which led to direct rule from
Westminster. The Good Friday agreement requires both communities to
be involved.
This has meant equalities and human rights issues fall back to
Westminster, and with Brexit consuming parliamentary time, they have
taken a back seat. Lack of abortion rights stemmed from the 1967 act not
being extended to Northern Ireland. The successful referendum in the
South added pressure to the situation, although as the south has an
Insurance’s based health service this does not present a solution for
women in the North.
Women’s rights in the North were part of a wider issue with equalities in
general. Northern Ireland is not an easy place to be LGBT, and disabled
rights were low down the political agenda. Pretty much every issue is
viewed through the prism of the religious divide which means equalities
have a lower profile than on the mainland or in the South. The Equalities
Act of 2010 does not apply to Northern Ireland, and the positive duty to
act that apply on the mainland do not apply there.
For example, reporting requirements on the gender pay gap reporting do
not apply.
The United Nations committee on Human Rights views women’s rights as
human rights and Northern Ireland is lacking in this area.
The recent change to the abortion legislation was welcome, but had to be
fought for. In the South, the referendum had been won and left the North
out of kilter.
While the change in Abortion law is a welcome change, there were still
significant issues to be addressed in other areas. The level of domestic
violence was at 39 (reported) incidents a day, which from a population of
1.5 million was thought to be very high, and has doubled since 2004. This
1

https://www.irishtimes.com/news/environment/q-a-what-is-the-northern-ireland-cash-for-ash-scheme1.2907866
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makes up 13% of (reported) crime. The legal provisions required to deal
with this are not in place.
Progress and reduction would require a change in approach and culture.
The analysis that was available suggested that violence was spread across
both communities, although it is not uncommon to see press reports
suggesting that ‘the other’ community had a worse problem. Everything in
Northern Ireland is political.
There are sexist attitudes in both communities. While it has been
encouraging to see a female presence in the peace process, only 30% of
those elected to Stormont are female. Women’s prisons in the North
group together 15-24-year-old women- this would not happen elsewhere
where 15 year olds would be treated as children.
Potential solutions are stymied. There is no self-Government in the North.
A solution based on the south, even if possible Fianna Fail and Fine Gael
are two right of centre parties not overly concerned about equalities.
A United Ireland would have to address this, but is not a short to medium
term possibility. The John Hume vision of an agreed United Ireland by
consent is some way off.
A solution based on the United Kingdom government is also not ideal
when many in the North consider themselves Irish not British. SelfGovernment is therefore the way forward and this requires breaking the
logjam, which is not imminent.

During questions Charlotte was asked what the likely outcome of any vote
would be. Her view is that there are some in the North who may be
expected to vote for a United Ireland that would vote to remain part of the
UK in order to retain the NHS. In the south, there is clear support for a
United Ireland, which reduces only slightly if the additional cost of
funding the Westminster subsidy to the north were required.
It was pointed out that the leaders of the three main parties 2 were all
2

DUP Arlene Foster Sinn Fein Mary Lou McDonald Alliance Naomi Long
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female - did this show progress had been made? Charlotte responded that
women were individuals and were capable of having views that were far
from progressive.
Infrastructure in the North was poor - three of the six counties had no
trains and few buses. In this context the “bridge to Scotland” was an
expensive pipe dream. Education in Northern Ireland is based on religion
and is still mostly selective. Irish history is taught, although is
occasionally selective – for example the Protestant community were
unlikely to learn of the role of Protestants within the Republican
movement3.
Charlotte was thanked for leading an interesting discussion with a wide
range of questions from an engaged audience, with a welcome number of
new faces. She is standing down from the Young Fabian Executive to
take a more significant part in Open Labour, and we wish her well in her
next role

Tolpuddle – David Marshall reports on the visit.
An invite from Barking Dagenham and Havering Trade Union Council to
join them on a coach to Tolpuddle was taken up by a number of local
Fabians ~ the festival was a very convivial, colourful, musical event
with perfect weather for the Marches displaying an array of banners.
There were sterling speakers including Jeremy Corbyn and Frances
O'Grady.
There was also a strong international flavour, including Kurds & Trade
Unions in Turkey (free Abdullah Ocalan ), Western Sahara, Cuba
solidarity etc. It was an uplifting experience to witness such
overwhelming unionisation. Some visitors from Dutch Labour were
bemused by Brexit and questioned why the UK was going there, no doubt
feeling it was a break down in unity.
A U tube viewed on journey revealed that the Martyrs cause is still very
much an issue in our society, with a clear anti-union grooming for the
3

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Protestant_Irish_nationalists
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management of a well-known online suppliers of goods! So it would
appear the mentality of 1834 Tolpuddle ghosts still exist in the United
Kingdom and further afield.

Local Societies House of Commons / Lords tea
2019 David Marshall reports.

9th July

“How to bring the country together “
This event was sold out, with the largest contingent yet from Havering
Fabians,13 in total, with ages ranging from teens to 80s and including a
dedicated couple on their honeymoon!
The event was one of the best ever, with quality speakers, discussions and
refreshments in the Cholmondeley Room on the riverside in the Lords,
followed by a grand tour, visiting the galleries of both Houses and other
less accessible features, thanks to John Reid and Lord Roy Kennedy.
Whilst in the House of Commons gallery, we were witness to Stella
Creasy’s bill regards abortion in Northern Ireland and whilst in the Lords
we eavesdropped on the Commonwealth Games anti-doping discussions.
The speakers in committee room 10 of House of Commons included
MPs’. Leslie Laird, Chris Bryant, Lisa Nandy, Steven Morgan and
Harriett Harman. In the Lords Roy Kennedy and Diane Hayter were
amongst the speakers.
The first speaker gave a Scottish Labour viewpoint, not surprisingly
regarding SNP as a destructive element in “keeping us together “with
Westminster also problematic. An analogy with the thinking of an
engineer endeavouring to fix something broken was presented. The next
speaker gave a welsh perspective indicating that some from UK living
and/or working abroad fail to see themselves as an immigrant in that
situation. Concern was expressed regards USA companies being
employers within our NHS.
An “up north “perspective indicating how poles apart we can be with the
London eccentric ideas, and a warning that climate change policies broke
the Australian Labour Party just as Brexit could in the UK. Best not to
pick a side, but respect others views.
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We are clearly divided when it comes to incomes and job opportunities
for those educated in private or state schools. The current government
policies of demoting the role of Local Authorities, Local Education
Authorities and academisation was divisive.
Harriet Harman pointed out that Nigel Farage has blatantly steered the
Tory party to where we are today, without actually being a member! She
reassured Fabians that “populism” is not popular and not to despair.
Labour politicians need to give themselves a higher profile (for all the
right reasons, not because of some scandal) and show the moral high
ground and desist from cheap shots and mindless tribalism or profiteering.
Roy Kennedy liken our forward motion to that of a bird, with a need both
a left and right wing to succeed. Diane Hayter rounded up a very positive
event with a call for unity.

XR Havering
Extinction Rebellion (XR) Havering was formed in May 2019, following
the April Rebellion in London.

Alice and I met in May and planned how we would start our local group,
having not known each other prior but finding each other on the Havering
Rebels WhatsApp group. Our first ‘Heading For Extinction (and What To
Do About It)’ talks were scheduled in June and we have been having group
meetings ever since. Gradually we are growing as a group and gaining
committed members to help spread awareness locally on the Climate and
Ecological Emergency which we are in!
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We currently meet on alternate Fridays at the South Hornchurch
Community Association Hall on Nelson Road at 7pm, with the following
week being an online ‘Zoom’ video call to make our meetings as
accessible as possible.
Our main priority as a group is for Havering Council to Declare a Climate
Emergency, albeit they recently rejected the motion in July, despite
Parliament Declaring in May! We want our local council to
1) Tell the Truth about the Climate and Ecological Emergency,
2) Act Now and reduce Carbon Emissions by 2025 and to also
3) hold a Citizens Assembly!!
Havering has the worst cycle and walking levels throughout the London
boroughs, and we want that changed! The roads should be made much
safer for people to feel able to cycle, especially with families! Our local
shops need more supporting as not only is that beneficial for our local
economy but reduces our carbon footprint by buying local and not
travelling to further afield shopping centres. Schools ought to have better
recycling, and environment education which we would love to help
facilitate! Our Air pollution levels are illegal, and our residents need to be
aware of that and how they too can help combat that! Cars idling are not
only bad for our environment but toxic for those inside the car!!
With the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) stating we
have 12 (now 11) years to take action on Climate change, it really is time
to educate and spread the truth about the Climate and Ecological crisis.
We can all make simple adaptations to our lives, not everyone has to be
perfect, but we can all start making changes to help the planet we all need
to survive!! We look after our homes, gardens, self, we need to take the
same care on the very planet that gives us life, and not take it for granted,
as the truth is, if we don’t Act Now, the planet will become too hot, crops
won’t grow, countries will disappear under the rising seas and there will
be no human existence!! We only need to look at the news to see the
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devastation climate change is already causing, wildfires, rising sea levels,
ocean destruction, drought, floods, unprecedented tornados!
We welcome everyone and anyone to our meetings and to be a part of XR
Havering! We have various ‘working groups’ as part of our main Group
such as, Media and Messaging, Lobbying and Outreach, Arts, Finance,
Families and Actions and Logistics! Lots of roles to people help our team
grow and reach out to more of Havering! We also have a XR Youth
group, with the coordinator being involved in International Youth
Solidarity and facilitates Children’s Assemblies throughout the London
Boroughs. Capturing the voice of children, as they speak, and this is then
passed back to their local MPs and Council.
Love and Rage
Nolly

Magic money tree where are you?

Figure 5 Cllr Tele Lawal

Councillor Tele Lawal writes
“Austerity is a political choice, not an economic necessity.” – John
McDonnell MP
Far too often do we hear about the magic money tree and its ability to
produce funding out of thin air. Conveniently, over £500 billion has been
'found' in the last decade. Unfortunately, Havering has not seen the money
branches fall into the Borough.
What we have witnessed under the Conservative government is cuts to
local government funding - which has been supported by our local
Members of Parliament. As a result, since 2014, Havering Council’s
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funding has been reduced by more than £29 million, and it is estimated a
further £7 million will be lost in the next two years.
By 2020, local authorities will have faced a reduction to core funding
from the Government of nearly £16 billion. When faced with reduced
funding and increased demand for services, with no reduction to their
statutory obligations – Councils across the county have had to make
drastic changes.
Many have responded to the austerity measures imposed on them, by
finding new and innovative ways of delivering vital services which
residents rely on while making substantial savings. However, in some
cases, such changes have negatively impacted service users. For example,
this year, the Conservative Councillors voted to reduce the Council Tax
Support provided to the most vulnerable residents.
Havering Council has recently brought forward further cost-saving
proposals which will significantly change front door services in the
Borough. Over the last few weeks, the Council has run an extensive
public consultation on its proposals for the future of children's centres and
libraries in the Borough.
After reviewing their proposals, I have concluded that if the changes are
implemented, it will once again affect the poorest and most vulnerable in
our Borough.
Children Centres
Havering Council operates seven children’s centres and plans to close the
doors of the following: Hilldene, Ingrebourne, Rainham Village and
Chippenham. It is proposed that the centres' activities will be moved to
community venues such as schools, nurseries, churches, halls, as well as
the three largest children centres in the borough: Collier Row, St Kilda
and Elm Park.
Under the Childcare Act 2006, local authorities have a legal duty to
ensure that there are enough children’s centres, to meet local need. My
concerns are that the Council’s proposal will not fulfil its statutory
obligations.
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Between 2010-17 the population of under four-year-olds in Havering
increased from 13,900 to 17,224 (a 23% rise), and the projected
population growth shows a further 6% increase in the under four
population by 2023. My first question is: will the proposed venues have
the capacity to host future children? And wouldn't it be prudent of the
Council to invest in our children centres to meet the projected population
needs.
The viability of these venues is also questionable. Across the country,
community spaces are closing. In a few years, the buildings may not be
there and then activities could be uprooted again or lost completely.
I do not need to educate anyway on the importance of children’s centres
and the services they provide. Interaction with centres helps improve
outcomes for children and their families. The Council believes that these
changes would ‘help better reach the Borough’s most vulnerable families’
– I am not as optimistic.
Following, the Council’s review of how our children’s centres are used, it
was found that that over 60% of children who live in the most deprived
areas were not seen at children’s centres in 2017/18. The data highlights
that the Council’s outreach is poor and requires improvement.
Already, children from the poorest part of our communities are not
benefiting from key services which will prepare them from school,
improve their health and development. The council’s proposal to disperse
services and activities across the borough will further exclude vulnerable
families who are most at need.
Low-income families will struggle to travel across the borough for
different services, and activities due to financial constraints. The
Council’s review also found that all centres had the highest number of
visitors from the immediately surrounding wards.
Despite knowing this, the Council have chosen to keep the centres in
affluent areas and close the children centres in the most deprived areas,
Harold Hill and Rainham, where already over 30% of children are living
in poverty after household costs.
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A comprehensive analysis needs to be conducted and published to
determine whether families from deprived areas will be at a disadvantage
(this should be highlighted in the EQHIA (Equality & Health Impact
Assessment).
Ideally, I would not like to see any of our children centres closed. But
closing the children centres in Rainham and Harold Hill is another Tory
decision which will affect the most vulnerable families.
Libraries
Havering’s ten libraries see over one million visitors every year. There is
no other council service which sees so many people of different ages,
cultures, religions, and ethnicities - learning, relaxing or pursuing an
interest at the same, in the same building.
Libraries are more than just a physical building – they are a place where
communities connect, educational, career and personal goals are achieved.
We must protect our libraries at all cost.
Local authorities have a legal duty under the Public Libraries and
Museum Act 1964 ‘to provide a comprehensive and efficient library
service for all persons’ in the area that want to make use of it.
When faced with significantly reduced budgets, the council is considering
how best to deliver its statutory duty. Havering has proposed that the
following five libraries: Collier Row, Elm Park, Gidea Park, Harold
Wood and South Hornchurch, would run on a day-to-day basis by
community groups. The council will still provide a range of financial and
strategic support.
Council-supported, but community-run libraries have become more
common in recent years. For councils that have implemented this model,
they suggest that it can provide savings. Whether community libraries are
sustainable is another question, as the model is fairly new and not yet
been fully tested.
Many community libraries identify the recruitment and retention of
volunteers as one of the main challenges they face. Volunteers’ interest
may reduce, or other commitments take precedence. For residents, the
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high staff turnover will affect them as their libraries will not be run as
efficiently.
A balance of volunteers and trained staff with years of experience, who
understand the users of their services due to their commitment to the
library is what we should retain. To remove this expertise from our
libraries and replace them with volunteers, who may not have the
qualifications or safeguarding experience – could be detrimental and in
turn disengage residents from using library services.
Conclusion
Havering’s leader, Councillor Damian White, has vowed that no services
or activities currently available at libraries or children’s centres will be
lost to the communities they serve today. A pledge which I doubt will be
kept.
As Havering Council embarks on a major regeneration programme, I only
hope that community hubs will be implemented – allowing a place for a
resident to interact with council services, our partners and leisure
activities.
Tele Lawal is Havering Labour Councillor for Heaton Ward

Future Speakers
The biggest issue facing the planet? Climate change and the impact of
global warming? Our next meeting will cover this issue with Speaker
David John Beesley.
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Figure 6David is the speaker at our next meeting

David grew up in Havering attending Brittons school and both local
colleges where he found his passion in studying fine art, here he also
found a passion for Green politics. Later, after his BA in Fine art from
Reading University, whilst working at Havering Sixth Form College he
was approached and asked to join the Green Party and has stood as a
candidate for local election three times. Presently he is working as a PhD
candidate at Reading University in the department of Fine Art where he is
writing a socialist / environmentalist Sci Fi Novella, as well as working
on theories and philosophy around critical realism. He also Teaches Fine
Art at the University. He is excited and looking forward to the October
protests from Extinction Rebellion, which he hopes to attend some of the
protests and help educate members of the public in issues of climate
chaos.
speakers to be confirmed. Meeting is at Hornchurch Library 44 North
Street RM11 1TB

Louise Haigh MP shadow Policing Minister has offered to attend
following the recent cancellation, watch for a new date in 2020.
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Figure 7Louise Haigh, who may visit later in the year

January
Journalist Chris Smith has agreed to come and talk about his forthcoming
book on the Grenfell fire, date and venue to be confirmed nearer the time

Politics in Havering
Many of you will already be aware of the excellent Politics in Havering
Blog, which we repost via our twitter feed. This gives a regular update on
politics within the borough – a link is below, please follow them (and our
blog!) for regular updates!
https://havering.blog/

We value your input!
The Society invites speakers on a range of subjects; if you would like us
to invite speakers on a particular subject let us know and we will try to
oblige. The Society has a policy of rotating meetings around the Borough;
if you need or can offer a lift or if you know of any suitable venues we
could use, contact David Marshall.
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Local Fabian Society Contacts
Contact
David Marshall

Chair Councillor Keith
Darvill
Membership Secretary

Secretary David Marshall

Vice Chair Sam Gould

Treasurer Dave Baldock

Committee Members
Cecile Duerinckx

Graham Lane

Sanchia Alasia

Mike Flynn
Ian Rusha

Ed Glasson
John Reid

Hannah Dixon

31 Vicarage Road
Hornchurch RM12 4AS
01708 441189
david.c.marshall@talk21com

Chair Keith Darvill reports …

Future Editions
Contributions to the newsletter are always welcome. The Fabian Society
exists to promote progressive ideas from within and outside of the Labour
movement. As such we are happy to publish articles in keeping with this
broad ethos, but reserve the right not to include all or part of any material
which falls outside of this parameter. Our next edition will be in December
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2019, and given the speed with which politics changes at present, topical
issues could cover any subject.

Havering Fabian Society is affiliated to
• National Fabian Society
• Dagenham and Rainham Labour Party
• Romford Labour Party
• Upminster and Hornchurch Labour Party
• Barking Labour Party
• Havering and Dagenham Young Labour

Havering Fabian Membership
To join Havering Fabian Society, please complete the following and send
to David Marshall. You can also join the Society nationally; David has
more details. You do not have to be a member of the Labour Party to join
Havering Fabians, but you will need to be a Labour Party member to take
part in Labour Party selections and elections.
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Havering Fabian Society
Founded in 1974, the Society promotes progressive political thought in
Havering and beyond. Membership of the Society is not necessary to attend
meetings, and neither is membership of the Labour Party.

However, to participate in nominations to the Local Labour Parties or in
selection conferences, membership of both is required. The Society meets
regularly throughout the year, apart from the summer and during election
campaigns. Local Membership is currently £10 waged, £5 unwaged.
……………………………………………………………………………

I\ we wish to join Havering Fabians
Name ……………………………….
Address …………………………………….
……………………………………..
……………………………………..
………….postcode………………...
E-mail………………………………………..
Phone number ……………………………….
Waged (£10) unwaged £5 ……………………
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