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Introduction
Welcome to the new edition of the Havering Fabian Newsletter. These are
unusual times with the country on partial lockdown, and we have
suspended meetings until some unknown point in the future. The newsletter
will continue to provide updates and an opportunity for those of you
confined to home to write those articles you always promised us…
This edition contains an article
We now have 1,266 followers on twitter. Keep up to date at our twitter site
@haveringfabians for the latest news.
We have a blog now as well as our website
https://haveringfabians.org/posts/
You will need to follow us to get updates.
We are affiliated to the four local Labour Parties, and will do all we can to
support their campaigns. Havering and Dagenham Young Labour are on
twitter @HavAndDagYL and hope they reflect a growing interest in
Labour politics in Havering.
As opinions are the lifeblood of politics, we welcome a reply to any of the
articles. The Fabian Society exists to promote political debate, both within
and outside the Labour Party. Progressive politics extends beyond the
Labour Party and contributions from the Labour Movement as a whole are
welcome.
With meetings no longer possible, we have moved discussion online, and
have made use of Zoom to host a series of online discussions. Issues with
technology have been limited and we have had an interesting range of
speakers. We welcomed some interesting visitors from across Europe –
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Zoom is something we will use in future and is ideal if you cannot get to
our meetings.

Our website address is http://haveringfabians.org As you are no doubt
aware GDPR means we need to keep our mailing list up to date. If you are
not on our mailing list (we use MAILCHIMP – please check your spam
folders!) contact us via the website and we will add you in.

2020 A year like no other.
The year has been a unique experience. While Brexit loomed at the state of
the year as the main issue, the pandemic took over and dominated the news
agenda. The impact will be felt for many years, as the impact of those
delayed appointments plays through the NHS, and those missed or delayed
treatments have consequences.
The economy will alter, with some major names no longer on the high
street, many small businesses will fail and office work will never quite be
the same. Unemployment looms for many and prospects for teenagers in
particular are not great.
The lessons that need learning are many and will be subject to much debate.
The calls for a public enquiry will grow and as a nation we will spend
millions of pounds telling us what we already knew and obscuring the
points we need to learn from.
This is going to be political- it always is. Where choices are made politics
has a role. The choice between the economy and isolation of the virus is a
stark one for any government, and while the funding required to give any
semblance of hope that the economy would survive has largely come
forward, the complexity of the modern economy means some groups will
always lose out.
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The lesson that we need to learn (and one we knew already) is that everyone
in society matters. As well as the staff in the NHS, the traditionally low
paid care workers, shop assistants and cleaners have kept the country
going. When the time comes to pay off the debt, there should be no return
to the austerity that preceded the crisis. Austerity was a choice the Tories
didn’t have to make, and another round will damage those in society that
have already suffered

Build, build, build
Planning for the Future – Judith Garfield writes

Figure 1Judith before Social distancing ...

The government is consulting on their new white paper ‘Planning for the
Future’ which will see the most far reaching changes to the planning system
for 70 years.
“It’s a developer’s charter putting the interests of developer’s first, side
lining local councils and downgrading the role of local communities”
Cllr Sheila Bain (Redbridge)
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For Havering and Redbridge these proposals would take away local
decision making processes in planning. At the moment the planning
process is not ideal but communities still have a big say in the future
planning for their area and communities.
The proposals in Planning for the Future would centralise the system, and
allow developers to build with a focus on ‘Growth Areas’ – areas deemed
suitable for development would automatically be granted outline planning
permission.

Figure 2 Judith and others on the campaign trail before lockdown

Targets for housing would be set by the government. Targets for Redbridge
would increase by 404%. Tremendous growth that would lead to larger
concentrations and higher density levels. There would be no automatic
target for social housing and local councils will have little or no say. For
Havering and Redbridge where there is already a lack of housing, we are
desperate for affordable housing. Those waiting on council waiting lists
will see the queues lengthen and their prospects dwindle.
Shelter said social housing “could face extinction” if the requirement for
developers to build their fair share was removed. “Section 106 agreements
between developers and councils are tragically one of the only ways we get
social homes built these days, due to a lack of direct government
investment,” said its chief executive, Polly Neate.
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The Royal Institute of British Architects (RIBA) described the proposals as
“shameful” and said they would do “almost nothing to guarantee the
delivery of affordable, well-designed and sustainable homes, paired with
the extension of permitted development rights– there’s every chance they
could also lead to the development of the next generation of slum housing,”
said RIBA president Alan Jones.
The planning process would be digitised, driven by data and not
communities.
Decision making based on a default code as opposed to local opinion and
insight is completely contrary to the Government’s alleged commitment to
devolution, the levelling up agenda, and increased local democracy.
Currently residents get two opportunities to be involved in the planning
process when a planning application is proposed and submitted by
developers. Furthermore, there is also a proposal to exempt small sites from
having to make section 106 payments. Such payments are essential not just
for supporting the local physical and social infrastructure that accompanies
such developments. Section 106 payments have paid for medical centres,
libraries and schools, and provided grants to charities working locally.
Changes to the CIL (Community Infrastructural Levy) like Section 106,
which is set and negotiated with developers at a local level is also under
threat. CIL priorities will be set locally by government for each local
council. Far from levelling up our communities this will drive a stake
through the heart of resident engagement and community building.
Planning for the Future should be a document that addresses the impact of
a decade of Tory Austerity and that rebuilds our communities post COVID,
instead it is a developer’s charter for complete control of our communities
Judith Garfield is a Councillor in Redbridge and Labour Candidate
for Havering and Redbridge in the Greater London Assembly
elections
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Mike Klein – the aftermath of the American
Presidential election

Figure 3Mike Klein

Mike had the difficult task of summarising the latest position in the
American election. At the date of the meeting the results were still
incomplete although the networks had all called the election for Biden, and
the result was clear. Trump of course had not accepted the results and a
month later had lost 59/60 court cases alleging electoral fraud.
Mike began by setting out what the Trump takeover of the Republican
Party had meant. The American liberal agenda was slowly being eroded,
and he was playing to his base. Trump had started to lose court cases at
State Level, and appeared to be adopting a “Black Swan” strategy 1 and
aiming for a chaotic outcome. Having a Republican majority in the
Supreme Court gave hope \ fear that should any cases reach them, the
outcome may be favourable to Trump.

1

A black swan is an unpredictable event that is beyond what is normally expected of
a situation and has potentially severe consequences. Black swan events are
characterized by their extreme rarity, severe impact, and the widespread insistence
they were obvious in hindsight.
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Figure 4 The Whitehouse

The key date to look for was the 8th December when all States have to file
their results. The Republicans control 26 states and could, if they wished,
manipulate the position in Congress. Subsequently all States did file.
At the date of the meeting, Trump had lost all the challenges in Court and
more were to follow as the certification date neared. The States that were
notionally in play at this point were Michigan, where there were delays,
Georgia where the result had been certified and Wisconsin.
Investment Bankers JP Morgan were at this point were not ruling out a
second Trump administration,2
There were many challenges to address;
The role of the States
States operate at a federal level and can determine their own rules on
counting and voter eligibility. 3This allows them to show independence but
adds to the chaos. While standardisation would be rational, this would
strike at the National versus Federal relationship and would be difficult to
ever get consensus on.
Voter suppression had been rife, and reached an almost industrial scale.
The President had interfered with the Post Office and had spoken out
against postal voting – which the Democrats had encouraged in an effort
to reduce Covid exposure.

Trump overturning US election 'would be nightmare for stock markets' |
Daily Mail Online
3
Voter registration, explained - CNNPolitics
2
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With 50 different electoral systems there is an opportunity to present
Trump with a chance to draw any conclusions. Voter eligibility varies by
State, Registration can be manipulated and voting on the day can be
affected by reduced polling booths and large queues. There were also 50
different rules for recounts, enabling almost any case to be made.
The changes made had meant in particular People of Colour find it harder
to vote now than 40 years ago, particularly in States which purge voter
records. The impact this can have is discussed below with reference to
Texas.

How did this happen?
The change began under Ronald Reagan who removed the “Fairness
Doctrine” – the obligation on the media to provide balanced reporting,
This enabled Cable and Fox to adopt their own agenda, aligned with the
illiberal Right, unchained by a need for balance.
The growth of social media (Twitter and Facebook) had been unregulated
and allowed opinions to exist within their own “bubble”.
The consequence was a divided population who received no alternative
view of events and so polarisation set in. This changed late in the campaign
with fact checking introduced, by which time years of damage had been
done.
The Citizenship clause introduced in 18684 ensured former slaves had the
right to vote and had increased the electorate. Individual donations are
limited, but the existence of Corporate personhood is vital for political
funding

The Citizenship Clause is the first sentence of the Fourteenth Amendment to the
United States Constitution, which was adopted on July 9, 1868, which states: "All
persons born or naturalized in the United States, and subject to the jurisdiction
thereof, are citizens of the United States and of the State wherein they reside."

4
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The election was heavily influenced by “Big Money” – in the 2020 Election
$14 billion had been spent on the campaign, a staggering amount.
Company donations are unlimited, as part of the first Amendment.
America is politically divided into two groups that don’t talk, do not
understand and most of all don’t appear to trust each other.
Right wing populism has been on the rise and attracts tens of millions, some
of who are angry, scared and desperate. Some also have guns and
Right wing militia are now viewed as the largest domestic terrorist threat,5
and the gun laws are such that this is a genie that will not be easily be put
back in to the bottle.

Trump has managed to run on an anti-elite ticket, which plays to the deep
state conspiracy theories. There is traction in attacking the arrogant elite
and enough support among the traditional Republican vote to deliver
Trump the Presidency in 2016.
Although Trump has many flaws and appears to be going, the likelihood is
another Trump like figure, probably smarter and more competent will be
found by the Republicans for the 2024 election. The 6 million increase in
the Republican vote since 2016 shows there is a large and receptive
audience for what Trump has to offer. With the rough edges removed, the
right wing agenda would be much harder for the Democrats to deal with.

Biden
Trump

Votes6

Percentage
of vote

81,268,867
74,216,747

51.6
46.9

Electoral
College
seats
306
232

The Biden victory presents the opportunity to turn this back and avoid the
suppression of the liberal agenda.
The Trump rear-guard (at the time of writing seemingly vested in the hope
that the Vice President has the power to overturn the electoral
5
6

Domestic Terrorism: Focus on Militia Extremism — FBI
2020 United States presidential election - Wikipedia
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college) is based on;
 Lie, Cheat, Devalue
 Create a Black Swan disruption
 If all else fails is a coup possible? Rationally not, but this is not a
rational argument. 7
The American election system has many flaws – the Democrats have won
the popular vote on 7 out of 8 of the last elections and the Presidency only
5 times. The electoral college protects the role of the smaller states in the
process but does cause this quirk.
Texas appeared to be briefly in play, although the ultimate Trump majority
was comfortable. In the long term, the growth in the Latino vote which is
moving away from the Republicans could see Texas go Democrat – which
would deliver a significant number of electoral college votes and make it
almost impossible for the Republicans to win if this becomes the
established pattern. So doing all they can to reduce new voter registrations
is a tactic that will benefit the Republicans – there are enough registered
Democrats in Texas to deliver victory.
The tactic of delegitimising the vote is playing well to the Republican base.
Claiming an early victory when it was known that postal and absentee votes
were still to be counted was a tactic and one predicted before the event.
There had been some media speculation about the role of the Military – for
example there was press speculation about action being taken against Iran
before the inauguration. There was also speculation around the use of
Executive Orders to box in the new Administration, and to delay
engagement with the transition team. To an extent this has happened, with
pardons for a number of former Trump staffers and press reporting
concerns about the security briefings.

Can Trump actually stage a coup and stay in office for a second term? |
US news | The Guardian

7
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These things matter – the Bush/ Gore election had delayed transition while
the issues were resolved and is viewed by some as one of the factors
leading to the information gaps before 9/11.
The 2024 election may also be in Trump’s plans. He would be a year
younger than Biden is now, and there are precedents of defeated Presidents
standing again8. In the seats contested in November the Republicans had
done reasonably well and the Senate could be retained if both the Georgia
seats are won in January – alternatively if both go Democrat the Senate
would be 50 seats each and settled by the Vice President’s casting vote.
This would give Kamala Harris a prominent role, critical for taking forward
a progressive agenda on issues such as climate change, and also being in a
strong position to stand as the Democratic nominee in 2024.
The American electoral cycle is ongoing and the Mid Terms provide an
opportunity for the Republicans to rein in Biden from 2022 whatever the
result in Georgia – so an ongoing campaign questioning the validity of the
election result and playing to the base is likely and has the potential to
deliver.
There were a number of questions both on the election system and the
political prospects. On the system, the Senate (2 seats per State whatever
the population) has origins in the settlement after the Civil war. Views
differ about whether this embeds the influence of the Southern States and
by implication is distorted by the influence of the slave trade. There are
lots of articles on this and below are some links giving a range of views.
Unfair...
https://www.vox.com/2015/1/6/7500935/trende-senate-vote-share
pragmatic
https://www.bloomberg.com/opinion/articles/2018-10-10/u-s-senateis-undemocratic-but-there-s-no-way-to-change-it

8

Grover Cleveland 1892
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no it isn’t
https://medium.com/illumination/no-the-senate-is-not-undemocratic66921cd6eda2
This is a long standing issue that would not be easily resolved. A change
would create winners and losers in respect of level of influence, so is not
going to alter any time soon.
Mike Klein managed an unsuccessful presidential campaign bid in
2008 (Democrat Kucinich for President) and is also a West Point
graduate.
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Survey Results
In September and October, the Society sent around a survey to establish
the best time for meetings, what subjects you would like to discuss and the
use of our social media platforms. The survey results are appended to the
newsletter. Below is an assessment of the findings. Thanks to all of those
who responded – over 50% of the paid up membership replied which is a
good response.

Start times
There is a clear preference for starting the meetings at 7.30 rather than 8pm
when we resume, which has been an ongoing discussion for many years.
While there was a range of times favoured for our Zoom meetings, the
favoured start time was 7pm. As always, we will vary this to fit with
speaker availability. Attendances have been less than anticipated, although
we have had a number of different people on the sessions. If you have not
been able to join us we would be glad to see you. The technology is easy
and we can guide you through signing in if you need it. Attendance for the
meeting with Mike Klein was out largest yet (22), and we need to maintain
this level to attract high profile speakers.
Social Media
Many of you follow us across our social media applications (details below).
Try and follow us across platforms, as this will encourage your contacts to
do the same giving us a wider audience beyond the immediate membership.
This is crucial in spreading the message, and particularly ensuring local
Labour Councillors receive publicity alongside national figures and across
local groups.

Havering Fabian Newsletter Volume 2 Edition 45 December 2020

15
Links
Blog

http://haveringfabians.wordpress.com/

Website

https://haveringfabians.org/

Twitter

https://twitter.com/HaveringFabians

Facebook

https://www.facebook.com/havering.fabians

LinkedIn

https://uk.linkedin.com/in/havering-fabians

On line payment
There was a positive response to paying annual subscriptions on line with
70 % of those responding willing to pay on line. Details will be included
in the next Havering Fabians email. Contact us for further details if you
are not on the current mailing list.
Future Speakers
A number of you asked if we could invite Sam Tarry MP for Ilford South.
The good news is we already had and he has agreed to visit as and when
we can return to face to face meetings.

Future Meetings -when we resume
The indications around the vaccine are positive, but it will be some time
before we can resume meetings in person. We will keep this under review
and hope to meet at some point during 2021.
Wes Streeting has agreed to speak to get us off to a flying start when we do
resume. Many of you would have watched Ilford North MP Wes Streeting
launch his Fabian pamphlet via webinar.
Newly elected MP for Ilford South Sam Tarry has also agreed to come to a
future meeting, and we look forward to being able to welcome Judith
Garfield the Labour candidate for the May 2021 Havering and Redbridge
seat on the GLA. Barking and Dagenham Cabinet member Saima Ashraf
has also agreed to speak. We will arrange dates shortly.
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The Brexit settlement raises a whole range of issues. We hope to have a
speaker on what happens next and how Britain will need to adapt to the new
arrangements. Details will be emailed early in 2021.

Fabian New Year Conference
The FEPS9-Fabian Society New Year Conference takes place online on the
16th & 17th January 2021. The conference is always the biggest event in
the Fabian year and whilst the ongoing pandemic means it will be different
this time, once again we will bring you all the biggest names
from across the left. This will be held as a zoom conference over the
weekend of 16th and 17th January 2020 with guest speakers:
Keir Starmer MP, leader of the Labour party
Lisa Nandy MP, shadow foreign secretary
Nick Thomas-Symonds, shadow home secretary
David Lammy, shadow justice secretary
Rachel Reeves, shadow cabinet office minister
And many more still to be announced…
The link to register for the Conference is below. The cost is £10,
New Year Conference 2021 | Fabian Society

Politics in Havering
Many of you will already be aware of the excellent Politics in Havering
Blog, which we repost via our twitter feed. This gives a regular update on
politics within the borough – a link is below, please follow them (and our
blog!) for regular updates!
https://havering.blog/

9

FES -Friedrich-Ebert-Stiftung promotes British-German political dialogue,
committed to the values of social democracy.
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We value your input!
The Society invites speakers on a range of subjects; if you would like us
to invite speakers on a particular subject let us know and we will try to
oblige. The Society has a policy of rotating meetings around the Borough;
if you need or can offer a lift or if you know of any suitable venues we
could use, contact David Marshall.

Local Fabian Society Contacts
Chair Councillor Keith
Darvill
Membership Secretary

Secretary David Marshall

Contact
David Marshall
31 Vicarage Road
Hornchurch RM12 4AS
01708 441189
david.c.marshall@talk21com

Vice Chair Sam Gould

Chair Keith Darvill reports …
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Future Editions
Contributions to the newsletter are always welcome. The Fabian Society
exists to promote progressive ideas from within and outside of the Labour
movement. As such we are happy to publish articles in keeping with this
broad ethos, but reserve the right not to include all or part of any material
which falls outside of this parameter. Our next edition will be in March
2021 and will hopefully reflect being ever nearer to a return to something
like normality, and we can stop looking at screens all day.

Havering Fabian Society is affiliated to
• National Fabian Society
• Dagenham and Rainham Labour Party
• Romford Labour Party
• Upminster and Hornchurch Labour Party
• Barking Labour Party
• Havering and Dagenham Young Labour
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Havering Fabian Membership
To join Havering Fabian Society, please complete the following and send
to David Marshall. You can also join the Society nationally; David has
more details. You do not have to be a member of the Labour Party to join
Havering Fabians, but you will need to be a Labour Party member to take
part in Labour Party selections and elections.

Havering Fabian Society
Founded in 1974, the Society promotes progressive political thought in
Havering and beyond. Membership of the Society is not necessary to attend
meetings, and neither is membership of the Labour Party.

However, to participate in nominations to the Local Labour Parties or in
selection conferences, membership of both is required. The Society meets
regularly throughout the year, apart from the summer and during election
campaigns. Local Membership is currently £10 waged, £5 unwaged.
……………………………………………………………………………

I\ we wish to join Havering Fabians
Name ……………………………….
Address …………………………………….
……………………………………..
……………………………………..
………….postcode………………...
E-mail………………………………………..
Phone number ……………………………….
Waged (£10) unwaged £5 ……………………
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Havering Fabian Society Survey Results
Question 1 Have you attended our meetings ?

Yes regular attender

Attend on an occasional basis

No but i would like to

No

Other (please specify)

Question 2 Have you attended one of our Zoom
sessions?

yes regularly
yes occasionally
yes once
No - no access
No - not interested in participating in on line meetings
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Question 3 if you have not attended a zoom
meeting, why ?

speakers not of interest

start time inconvenient

cannot access Zoom

do not participate in on line meetings

Other (please specify)

Question 4.
For meetings in Person which start
time best suits you?
22%

7pm

17%

7,30pm
7.45pm

22%

8pm

35%
4%

No preference

Question 5 for on line meetings what
time best suits you?
7pm
7,30pm

17%0%
33%

8pm

21%
0%

7.45pm

No preference

29%

–
Other (please specify)
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Question 6 How often do you read the newsletter

Every edition

Most editions

Occasionally

Never

Did not know there was a newsletter

Question 7 - what Social media Platforms do you
follow us in?
Do not follow on any platform
Haveringfabians blog
website
linkedin
facebook
twitter
0

2

4

6

8

10

Links
Blog

http://haveringfabians.wordpress.com/

Website

https://haveringfabians.org/

Twitter

https://twitter.com/HaveringFabian

Facebook

https://www.facebook.com/havering.fabians

Linkedin

https://uk.linkedin.com/in/havering-fabians-9bb828123
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Question 8 Would you be interested in paying
annual subs on line?

Yes

No

Question 9 What subjects would you like us to cover

National issues

International issues

Local issues

All of the above

Question 10 Which speakers would you like us to invite?
Sam Tarry MP for Ilford South
MP’S and Candidates
Mayor of London
Make Votes Matter
Local councillors
MPs, Councillors TU officials
Damian White !
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We would also like your views on the survey – are there any other
questions you would like us to ask (we are limited to 10 for the free
version).
The results have been shown in different formats; do you have a
preference?
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